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SCRIBE FEW 
we ye be, that Scribling can't refrain, 


Read this with Care, and its true Knack attain; 
Whether through Spleen, or want of Bread you write, 


Io get you Fame, or give the World Delight, 


18 Jane 0 PeC M.. 


In ev'ry kind of Scribling vers d, I ſhow 20 
The various Rules by which you ought to go: 
By theſe, though void of Learning, or good Parts, 
You ſhall attain the various Scribling Art; 
Such Arts, as Thouſands have confign'd to Fame, 
That otherwiſe had liv'd without a Name. 
To ſhew, I no dictating Sir commence, 
Without Ability, or juſt Pretence, 
B 


(el 

My Education (to a Proverb mean) 

Sets me above all Fools the Town has ſeen ; ; 
A pate tonomnce of Books trhank; 
Of Scriblers I may claim the higheſt Rank ; 

None of my Brethren haveifo little Wit, 

Or, to ſupply the ſame, a Front to fit: 

Hen 5 bluſh to ſee 2 Face, A 
And Carus in Scurrility give Place; 

25-474, in Dulneſs yields me up the Bell, 

And Cu-] Obſcenity ne'er wrote ſo well ; 

The Female Saphbo I can far K 1 4 5 2. 
And Brother Sons Pen &er mine wou'd tail ; : 
Deunis in Criticiſm yields to me, 

For oft I Books candemn, I never ce 
In Poetry I juſtly may refuls 
To give the upper hand to (ls Muſe 3 , 
None with ſuch Art, 'another's Works can ſteal, 
Or from the World fo well the Theft conceal : 
Alleyne, or C--ffee ne'es ſo gull'd the Town, 
Although they call their Piracies their own; 
State Tricks, and Minifterial Arts I canvaſs, 
Better by far than either Fag or D Anvers, 

A Whiggiſh Spirit to the World I ſhow, 
While I conceal a Tory Soul below, 


—_— * 


None 
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None for the People's Rights ſo loudly baul, 

Had I a Place the Devil might take emal. 
Pm one of honeſt Ca--/"s chief Pamphleteers, 1 
And gain'd a Crown, by what he loſt his Ears; 8 
Oft with inſidious Watch, I News —_ ol bane 
And let my Ears for Eighteen Pence a _ - 26A] 
In vacant Hours I doleful Ditties en, 
At hanging Times, the Words of dying Men; bn 
Often, to eſcape ſome Bailiff*s watchful Eye," ——_ 


Compell'd to ſit in wretched Garret high; 

As oft for want of Cloaths confin'd in Bed, 
I pen the Memoirs of ſome Perſon dead; | | 
Hints of new Pieces, Flirts of flaſhy Wit, 


Rough Draughts, and taking Names for Things n 


Juſt newly hatch'd, to Paper I commit. 

No Subject comes amiſs, I write on any, 

By which to live, and earn an honeſt Penny, 
No Scribler half ſo much his Brains can beat, 
Or by his Brains ſo little get to eat; 
Hunger and Thirſt I often undergo, 

And for dear Scribling ev'ry Hardſhip know. 
Vet 1 muſt own, although I take ſuch! Fa 
In this Employ, and get ſo little Gains; 
Though Bailiffs conſtantly are at my Tail, 
And threaten me with an approaching Jail; 


1 


64] 
I can't endure, though ten times better paid. 
To exerciſe my true Profeſſion—-Trade ; 7 « | 6! ! 
Like all my Tribe, my proper Sphere I ſcom, 
Buſineſs I hate—-1 was a Seribler bon ; | 
And who within a Shop confin'd would ſit,. 


That can maintain himſelf like Ven of Wit? 


Beſides, the Truth to ſpeak; Im lazy too. 
And can't endure; corporeal Work to do; gniguigd 1A 
And though by writing, J hive very ill, 108 
One Good I find. tis done by fitting fill} 

I own for Learning, I have none at all; 101 fo eh 


As little Wit but Ide an inward Call; 


| 4 And what need proper P arts, Or Education, | 
To thoſe, that have a ſcribling Inclination ? 


Shake/pear had little Learning all agree, 
Why mayn't I then turn Bard as well as he? 
Latin and Greek, and filly Rules of Art, 

He plainly ſhew'd, were all not worth a F---t ; 
He all his Draughts by Force of Nature drew, 
And I am fure, I work by Nature. too, 

Since then for Learning on a Par we lie, 

My Fancy tells me, I ſhall riſe as high, | 
— My Chance at, leaſt, I am reſolv'd to try id3 
How ſay you, Scriblers! Is it not my Right, | 
Thus qualify'd, the ſcribling Art to write? ba! 
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I'm poſitive, each Member aſk'd aſide, 
My Claim o'er each wou'd never be deny'd; 
None wou'd maintain their equal Lack of Wit; 
None conſequently for the Taſk ſo fit. 
Attend ye then, my Friends, both high and low ; 


And each your Rules, by what you ſcribble, know. 


The greateſt Care (as all of you can tell) 

Of Scriblers, is to make their Wrirings/fell; 
The various Artifices you may uſe, - 

To forward this, is now the Theme I chuſe. 
And Firſt, ye Stateſmen! I addreſs to you, 
To Politicians, the firſt Place is due. 

If by your Parts, you can't your Ends attain, 
Eſpouſe ſome Party this your Point will gain; 
The moſt inſi pid, ſenſeleſs, wretched Stuff, 
Againſt Sir B. all paſs off faſt enough; 

Make a loud Roaring for the Publick Good, 
Many by this, have long a Jail withſtood-: 

Or if you chuſe to give the Court your * 
And enter into Pay like other Men; 

(For Pay is really neceſſary here, 

Writing on this Side won't your Charges bear;) 
Whate'er you do, if you wou'd get a Place, 
Give Miniſter's Deſigns a pleaſing Face 
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61 
Perſuade the People, all the Steps they take 
Againſt their Rights, are purely for their ſake ; 
Practiſe the Zeal that Carus often ſhows, | 
Call Merchants Knaves, and tell them whence they roſe ; 
(Well might they have from this Hybernian Elf, 
No better Parents than he had himſelf.) 
Theſe are the Rules, by which you'll ſurely riſe i 
From Party-Scriblers, to collect Exciſe; 
Many, that nothing elſe can recommend, 
We daily ſee by this attain their End; 
Happy for them! inſtead of Garret high, 


As formerly, in furniſh'd Rooms to lye; 
Inſtead of footing it about the Town, 

To loll in gilded Chariots of their own! 
Obſerve, you Scriblers that in Party deal, 


Always the Truth on either Part conceal ; 
Stick not to lie a Patron's Fault to hide, 


Or in remarking them o* Yother fide z 

Your Adverſary's Words miſrepreſent, 

And ſtrain his Senſe, to what he never meant; 

1 If ought he urge, your Cunning can't confute, 
Laa him with Dullneßs, and on that diſpute ; 

| His Words diſſect, anatomize his Senſe, 

| And prove him wrong by Dint of Mood and Tenſe. 
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With Party-Men it is a ſtanding Rule, 
Whate'er they can't confute, to ridicule : 
Hen--y, for want of Arguments, diſtreſs d, 
Turns Politicks, like Scripture, to a Jeſt; 
None ſcold ſo well about Affairs of State, 
As thoſe inſpir d by Diſcontent and Hate; 
InveCtives never are ſo ſharp and keen, 

As when they riſe from diſappointed Spleen. 
Have you no Place? Exclaim againſt the Laws, 10 
And make your private Grudge the People's Cauſe, 


_ 
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— eo 


Although you mean no Good, you'll gain Applauſe. | | 
| Whate'er you do, the gainful Secret learn, 
Of giving Books, a Name of high Concern ; 
 B--g- this Craft has lately practis d well, 
His Liberty and Property can tell : 
People, that like a Title, rarely look 
Beyond the Title, e er they buy the Book. 
None, that have ſcribled long, need here be told F 
Always to anſwer Books that well have fold; 
A good Reception rarely is deny'd, 
To what is offer'd on the other Side; 
And though your Anſwer be not worth a Straw, 
From tother's Sale it will a Purchaſe draw : 
Thus Men Courants, and London Fournals buy, 
To ſee if D*Anvers flags, or tells a Lie; 
mm EE. As 


[8] 
As People oft the Works of Dennis ſought, 
To ſee if Pope was guilty of a Fault. * 
State Altercations ſell throughout the Vear, 


But moſtly, when the Parliament is near; 


[tf 2 


And now it is that Letters muſt be wrote, 
To Country Members, or ſome Mas of Note. 
Thus much for Party-Men---Proceed my Muſe, 
To lay down Laws for them that ſcribble News, 
Who live by due Retailing every Day, 

What this Man did, or what that Man did ſay ; 
All the Tranſactions of the World make known, 
And lend the Publick Ears, to fave their own. 
For you, my Friends, be it your only Care, 


To publiſh Things miraculous and rare; elt. 1 
A Monſter you may trump up once a Week, 1 
And frequently of horrid Murders ſpeak ; 
Sad Accidents muſt oft your Papers grace, | 
And diſmal Fires, that burnt down ſuch a Place : 


Theſe you may have without Expence or Pains, 
From thoſe News-coining Mints, your teeming Brains. 


Tis hard to dive into the News of State, 


1 That Article too much concerns the Great ; 
Whatever Things you write about the Court, 
It muſt ſuffice, you have them by Report; 


% 
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Advancements,, Riſings, you may largely make; 
If wrong, the Poſts with eaſe you may retake: 
Knights you may dub, and Biſhops make by —_ | 
Andi Peers create by Patent from the Pre: 
Kings, at your Pleaſure, you may doom to Death z 1. 
And from the healthieſt | Lord detach his Breath:7 |. / 
Should you be told, ſome Man of. Note is ill, 
Though: Death may linger, you at y Kill: ane; 
If he recovers, you was but miſta en.. 


And may with eaſe return his Lafe again: IHA Oo 


But if his Honour ſhou'd indeed depart. 
An Exit Paragraph compoſe with Art; 
Relate his Lineage, whom he had to Wife; 


But above .all—the Praiſes of his. Life; 


How all the World 1 in Lamentation * 
For him deceas d, that ne er did Good alive. 
Whene'er you tell of Marriages, take care > vie 
The Brides be rich, and moſt divinely fair; h Nix] 
Though falſe, they're Things of courſe, and anſwer well, 
Your Paper with large Paragraphs to fwell : 
Perhaps may anſwer too ſome private Ends, 
——A Crown, or ſo, from Madam or her Friends. 
In ancient Times, when Fohn/on: wore the Bays, 
They were too high for Scriblers, that wrote Plays: 


as D 
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[20] 
But now each little Namby-Pamby Band} eee 
Eſteems that eaſy, Ben himſelf * — 1 1 
Unaided, or by Learning, or by Brains, N 
Pens that with Eaſe, which Cungreve wrote vi Pins 
But as our Comedies, though ſtole, are ſeatce ; nw pl 
And Tragedies all damn'd=-T'11 treat — on 

And as Examples far exceed all Rules, 
Will, with my Laws, point out its choiceſt Too 
Vet how ſhall I pretend to ſet a Law, 
To what breeds Monſters Nature never ſaw ; ; 
Tom-Thumbs, and Scaramonches, Devils dire, ir 28 
Fack Harlequins, and . Dragons ſpitting Fire; ww. nA 
Creatures that Nature taught in Proſe to ſpeak, 938] 
Their Meaning venting in a tineful Shoes; 
With various others, that the Enghfh _ is WH 


To {ſpoil their Morals, and delight thein _ 1 
Say Th---1d / Haſt thou Cer the Devil — ** 


Haſt thou to Plutos Regions ever been, h 

That you ſo well infernal Pranks diſplay, 1 HAdkovodT 
And Fauſtus with ſuch Pomp to Hell — 5 
If thou haſt not, it is by all confeſs'd, nn vn ft 


No one eder mateh'd thy Monſter- breeding Breaſt. 


Scriblers! if you wou'd frightful Farces write, 


Study this Author, read him Day and Night ; 


1 [-7 1 ] 

No Tool of Farce that ever yet did live,, 
| Such Rules. to ſcare an Audience can give $111 NN 
By F auſtus he tranſcendant Fame has won. 
As much Applauſe the nimble Mr. Lun. 8 MW 
But if in Farce à perfect Knack 8 you'd gain, SIJIEG 
Go where they g Warm, t poliſh d Drum Lane Of bar 
There ſee Mock-Gaptatns, Dottorsy; Trans mat ions, :\* 
The Boarding-School, and martyr'd;Freuch Franilations 3 | 
Scenes, that to Plays now obſolete belong, 
To Farces alter'd by a little Song 189150 4 go A ein 
With ſuch young C--bber,, fee treat the Pit. 
But oft get damn'd, for ſpoiling} others Wix. 
Farces are now a moſt increaling Trade, \ ot 916 Shoe! T 
For nought in Nature 1s ſo eaſy made: THO orig bn 5 SIP 
In brief, that all their Texture you may. know, S. SSA 
Learn it at once from theſe few Rules below; rod \W 
Turn over comick Authors till you find. 
Some tickling Incident that ſtrikes yr. Mind 
Your Buſineſs is half done when, you have got, 

A Dramatis Per ſonæ, and a Plot, |) 1115 4 . 
But let the Names be every one new -o dj, 
That none by theſe may know your Piece purloimd: 
No Incoherency you need to fear, ods nb. 
For every Thing is tolerated here. 


— 


. 72112 Miller, 


: [C12 
Miller, ty'd round with Flaſks, ny reel and ee al 
Harper in Petticoats eat Bread and Butter 
Mad Trappolin the Audience may regale, = 
With a long Groupe of Devils at his Tail; 
Cibber, from Faggots, Doctor may commence, 4 
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Their chief Ry is (pul Gris WA tl T. 
Be ſure to fill them well with ſmutty Jokes, 
This Article a certain Clap provokes; 6 of 
But nothing recommends a Farce fo dangs'; iv: 11 
As ſelect Flights of Nonſenſe ſet to Tune: 4 
Theſe are the Things that moſt an Audience has 
And give our celebrated Plays the Law: ont 100 


Hamlet and Cato can't allure the Town, ml 
Without Deſerts of Farce to ſend them don; 
So Children will not wholfome Medicines take, # 48 
Without ſome Bauble, or a Bit of Cake. W's 
What need I take the Trouble to rehearſe, =" 
Unneceſſary Rules for making Verſe? =— : ; 
Since ev'ry Scribler thinks his Muſe ſublime, 120 


That Nine low Words can tag with a dull Rhime; 
And though to Learning, having ſmall Pretence, 
To Genius leſs—a Poet does commence ; 


Fancy's 


SLES 
Fancies his Brain, if with ſome Maggot” fird, 
| By the whole God of Poetry inſpir d; way” 
(As Burgundy, if haply drunk by Cit, 4 
Addles his Brain, \affd makes him think hy” 'as Wit: N 


On Pegaſus believes he takes his Flight, 1 
To th' utmoſt Summit of * Parnaſſf Height : 
When had he but a true refleQing Glass, 
He might behold his Pegaſus an Aſs * F | 


Inſtead of mounting to the Epick Gret, 
To Bathos ſinking with” an eaſy Trot. 


Yet as Inſtruction, none of Senſe refuſe, © + 
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Some Rules I'll give, and which you ought to uſe; 


They, well obſerv'd, your Faine will ſurely raiſe, 25 


And may in Time prefer you to the Bays : 328 
A glorious Height f Which nder cou be attain'd 
By Pope, but was with eaſe by CibBe; gain'd in' 


Reſound once more, my Verſe, with 870K Name Ine 


He was the Plan by which I rege to Fame; 
When fir'd by him, I Cowlry cou'd engage, b 2110 


And ſoar on high with Pinus Godklte Rave 21 
Milton, though help'd by Bent 5 1 chi gn wee 


and Homer- like, in Flights, outſtrip ths") 15 4 | 
Read him, when Odes' or prologues you e 


172 


But above all, when Tragedy you ud. 1 1 


E 


As 


As modern Criticks beni e id n 
The nobleſt Thoughts, in, homely — dreſa d; 
Vour trifling Thoughts 1 in frelling Words declare, 
And Point, and Comma them, with Betis Care; 


An Art for which this Bard will famous be, 
To lateſt Times, and Thald well as he. 
Hail, Brother verbal Criicks! that pretend, 
| Great Miltor's Thoughts, and Sbakeſpear” s Wit to ain: 
With equal Right, ſome Hacker out of Stones, 
Might mend the Plans of Burlington or Jones. 
Wou'd you attain each Poetaſtick. — 128 107 
And with the Laureat diſpute his Place? 178 
Be taught to poliſh gy'ry Thought and * | 
That with true Seribling Luſtre they qnay ſhines? 
Peruſe what Omicrop, of old, has penn d. 
Copy his Beauties, a 19d N ya 
Many beſide, to all-the World well knowng) 
Abound with Graces, you, ſhould make PW» 
Above them all, J. claim this gult. — vac nor 
My Verſes are (themſelves Poctick Lau 1 
Whoever reads. theſe Numbers, will et WN 
The Soul of Ogally preſdes in me; A ni Oil bt 
For Subjects ex ry little Serabler knows, HS nid | 
That all will ſuit for Verk, as. welas Proſe als: 970ds 10 
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Trifles, in all its Majeſty; they daS ö; 
And ſcarce abſtain from Phyſickę and the Law; pid a 


Our Epick Muſe, diſcarding Heroes, Kings, 
——* Shoo-heels and * Kites heroically ſings : 
The moſt unheeded Stuff, in Verſe array d, 
Goes off, with Profit to the Printing Trade 3 : 
As wretched Books, that never elſe had ſold; 
Are vended oft, when furbiſh'd/up with Gold. 
"Twou'd endleſs be my Labour to purſue, 


A for all ſorts of Scribling give a Cube; 1131 


A hundred Tongues I then might aſk indeed, 
And of a hundred thouſand ſtand in need; 
Vet Libel-Satyrs I can ne er paſs by, e&321Q1t: 


Such Multitudes, on Stalls, accolt- my Eye. 7 2x10 ori 


Not thoſe alone, that Labours-of. the Pen 


Attack, I mean—=-but-all which-blacken ' Men; 2811 O 


Their Perſons, Actions, knoum by bate'Report,” 
Do ſtigmatize, to make the Publick Sport? X 20 


| | 5 i 'P 1 4 »v 7 FR 
Theſe, Dormer, Rayner,” Curt, and Slow &ati' teil,, 
yori; 380 1 


Do ſeldom fail to pleaſe moſt: People Wet; 
The World to Scandal ever will be kind, 


And baſe Detraction, many Readers find” h equal 2] 
A Perſon's Virtues rarely move our Thoughts, '' iti 
But we're in Raptures when we heat his Fatites. © 
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Thus if a certain Gentleman you make 
As black as Hell, youg Piece will ſurely takes 
H' as been a Theme for wretched Scriblers long, 
And thoſe defame him moſt, he ne'er did wrong. 
Say! Wou'd it not be Juſtice to relate, 
With all his Faults, his Service to the State? 
That though he may regard his private Ends; 
Vet Malice owns, he truly ſerves his Friends. 
Much I'm in doubt, if thoſe who call him baſe, 
With greater Candour wou'd ſupply his Place: 
And all unbiaſs d Men I'm ſure agree, L 
None can direct the Helm as well as he. 
But Scriblers, when a Man they ſatyrize/, 
Muſt to his Virtues ever ſhut their Eyes: 


| Thus, when you Cibber, for his Muſe, e agage, 


Omit that he's unequall'd on the Stage. 

What cou d diſperſe the Flights of Sappho's M ue, 
Did th. Pope. in Billing gate accuſed 03 4 009: 
To Wit, I'm ſure, we can't apply their Sales 
That they had none unleſs tis Wit to rail: 
(How nobler had iti been to let us Khon, ö 
He keeps the Man; that Was his greateſt Foe! 
Hear this his Enemies! and all confeſs, unn 
His generous Nature, than his Wit no less) 
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Ah, Sappho, hold! and take a Friend's Advice; 
Purchaſe not Fame, at Reputation's Price: Y 
That you muſt loſe, if you will thus reflect 
On one, whom all impartial Men reſpeck: 
Vour Satyr and Reflections are ſo mean, 
They may divert, but cannot raiſe his Spleen;: 
The Shafts, indeed, you ſhot, were loſt in Air; 
For all you ſaid, he thought beneath his Care: 
So once a Lion thought a braying Als, 
Beneath his noble Rage--ſo let him paſs. N 
Scriblers! wou'd you have Rules by which to call 
True Billingsgate Read her, and find em all; 
And, like ber too, to give your Satyr Fe, | 
Compoſe it ſpiteful, perſonal, and ccarſfgme. 

Whene'er an Author's Works you wou'd defame, 
Accuſe his Actions, Shape, his very Name; 
For theſe have all by certain Men been done, 
Dennis thereby the Criticks Bays has won 
But if theſe fail, his Words miſrepreſent, | 
And ſtretch his Senſe, to what he never/meants b %% 
Exclaim that you have found, for all his Tricks, 
His Books conceal moſt dang rous Politik: 
That all he writes, reflects upon the Great, 
And is obnoxious to the ſettled State 


: 3 2 
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[184] 

Nor let your Spleen to Authors be confin'dy = 
Your Scandal may extend to all Mankind? 
Thus if you chance to get a private Hint 
Of ſome Miſcarriage put it out in Print; 

Such Things with Joy by ev'ry one are known, 

All other's Faults wou'd' ſee, but none their π]n: 
The greateſt Perſons, led by bare Report. 
You may deſcant upon, nor" ſpare the Court; | 
Vanella's Lapſus was a lucky Hit, 11 

A ſpacious Field it gave for Scribling Wit. 

I wou'd' give Rules for writing People's Lives; 
But in that Art, no one with * Elinuind ſtrives: 1 
He long has had a pretty Source of Bread, 2A bn 
By ſcandalizing noted Perſons dead 
Take him for Pattern, learn to future Times,, 
Like him, to publiſh People's famous Crimes 
Actions, that give the Actors Lives 4 Blot - 
And, but for him, had ever been for gt. | 
Briefly, whatever Books you find do'ſell;": 
Give them an Anſwer-Zwfiether Ill ör welt!! 
Aſſure your ſelf, while tother has a Sales, miglo x 
Yours of a good R&Ceptio cannot fail“. lood eiH 
The World, me Judge, that muſt the Strife alecide,””" | 
Will well receive whatever is reply'd: 26 bas 
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It your. Antagoniſt will not maintain | 
His Argument—reply your ſelf again. 
Scriblers there be that with themſelves diſpute; - > 
Advance a Theſis; and again confute gens II 
While others have the moſt impartial: Knack, 
All ſorts and. kinds of- Writers, to attack; 
Like Drawcanfir, on all | Sides, lay about em, 
And whether F oes, or Partizans, to rout em. 
Shou'd it ſo chance that you miſtruſt the Worth 
Of any Offspring, you have given. Birth; 

The moſt experiencd Scriblers of the Age, 
For this preſcribe a Te aking 7 Title-Page. "7 
Bad Books with ſuch;,are like a gilded: Pill, 
Fair on the Surface, though, the: Taſte be. ill; 
And if got off unſcrutiniz d, their Stuff, 
Like Pills unchew d, will pak down well enough. 
C--rl is a perſect Maſter of his Art, 

By this he puts off Boobs not worth a Ft. 
But ſhou'd this fail, this Man of mighty Fame 

Will tell you to prefix ſome noted Name: 
1 Poems by Pope, and Baoks- by Joſepb G, 
Are what he ſells as genuine eviry Day; 
Which, though as bad as ever M-ch—/ wrote; 
may with ee 
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So Coin, though bad, if with the Royal Face 
Impreſs'd, ſecurely goes from Place to Place. 
| But why ſhou'd C--r/ alone this Fame engroſs? 


Why all appropriate to the publick Loſs ? 
At forging Names, all Men I believe agree, 
Some other Sctiblers are as good as he: 
My Brother Doctor Alleyne plainly ſhows, 
He ſomething of ſuch Imitation knows: 
His poor Diſpenſatory ( moſtly ſtole). 
Fairly declares the Aptneſs of his Soul. 
But, ah! its Purchaſers by much miſtook, 
When to the Preſs they ſent the wretched Book + 
Better by far the Jakes had been its Urn, 
= Than ever they had known its flow Return. 
1 Quincy, though ſhining, ne'er appear'd fo bright, I 
5 As when compar'd with Aleyne's Glimring Ligbr: 
Like Stars, that fade at S /%s approaching Ray, 
Where he appears, Alleyne muſt die away. 

And thus, my Friends, have I perform'd my Part, 
And giv'n you Rules for the Scriblerian Art : 


; And whoſo ſays he better can ſupply, - + 
i. 3 
| Muſt own himſelf a greater Fool than I. - 
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